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To His Honour, 


J. C. Bowen, 
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta. 


SIR: 
I have the honour to transmit herewith the Report of the Depart- 
ment of Municipal Affairs for the year 1937. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Lucien Maynarp, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs. 
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October 27th, 1938. 


Hon. Lucien Maynarp, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 


Edmonton, Alberta. 


SIR: 
I have the honour to submit herewith the Twenty-sixth Annual 
Report of the Department of Municipal Affairs for the year 1937. 


LEGISLATION 


During the year 1938 the following Acts or Amending Acts were 
placed on the Statutes of the Province, all of which have some 
bearing on the work of the Municipalities or the Department: 
The Mineral Taxation Act, 1938; 
The Wild Lands Tax Act, 1938; 
The School Act, 1931, Amendment Act, 1938; 
The Agricultural Relief Advances Act, 1938; 
The Town and Village Act, Amendment Act, 1938; 
The Municipal District Act, Amendment Act, 1938; 
The Improvement Districts Act, 1927, Amendment Act, 1938; 
The Assessment Act. 
The Tax Recovery Act, 1938; 
The Local Tax Arrears Consolidation Act, 1935, Amendment 
Act, 1938; 

The Alberta Municipal Assessment Commission Act, Amend- 
ment Act, 1938. 

The Local Authorities’ Borrowings Guarantee Act, 1937, Amend- 
ment Act, 1938; 

The Controverted Municipal Elections Act, Amendment Act, 
1938; 

The Domestic Animals Act (Municipalities), Amendment Act, 
1938; 

The Special Areas Act, 1938. 


SPECIAL MunNIcIPAL AREAS 


The Special Areas Act, 1938, now places these areas under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Lands and Mines. 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

The statistical information contained in this Report is compiled 
from financial statements furnished by the various Cities, Towns, 
Villages and Municipal Districts, and cover the calendar year 1937, 
and the figures for Improvement Districts are taken from depart- 
mental records and cover the fiscal year from April 1st, 1937, to 
Mareh Sist, 1938. 

A brief summary of the financial positions of the Cities, Towns, 
Villages and Municipal Districts, as shown by statements included 


herewith, is as follows: * 


COMPARISONS FOR THE YEARS 1936 anv 1937 


Cities (7) 
There are the same number of cities in the Province during the 
year under review as in the year 1936, while the total population 
shows a slight increase over the 1936 Dominion Census. 


6 DEPARTMENT OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 


Assessment: 

The total assessment for the seven cities shows a slight decrease 
in the current year, due, principally, to a decrease of approximately 
one and one-half million dollars in land value, and.an increase of 
two hundred thousand dollars in buildings and improvements. 


Taxation: 


The current levy for the year 1937 shows a decrease of approxi- 
mately $400,000, while collections also show a decrease of approxi- 
mately $350,000. 


Loans and Debentures: 


The debenture liabilities of the cities have been decreased by 
approximately seven million dollars, and the total amount in the 
Sinking Funds has been reduced approximately five million dollars, 
these reductions being due, principally, to the “Fortin Scheme” now 
being used by several cities. 


Temporary Loans: 


The unpaid temporary loans in the cities have been reduced 
during the current year by approximately $460,000. 


Towns (53) 


During the year under review the Town of Youngstown was 
changed to the status of a village. The Town of St. Paul was 
changed from a village to a town, and the Town of Diamond City 
dissolved, while no figures are available from the Towns of Lloyd- 
minster and Grouard, the former being a border town and reporting 
direct to the Province of Saskatchewan, and the latter being under 
official administration. 


Assessment: 

The total assessment of the towns shows an increase of approxi- 
mately $500,000, and this is divided fairly evenly over buildings 
and improvements, business and special. 


Taxation: 


The current levy has been increased approximately $20,000, 
while collections have increased approximately $35,000, and the 
arrears uncollected at the end of the year have increased approxi- 
mately $70,000. 


Receipts: 


The opening bank balance for the year was approximately 
$15,000 short of that for the year 1936, but receipts on municipal 
account increased about $20,000, while the moneys borrowed under 
temporary loans were decreased by approximately $35,000. 
Payments: 

Administration Charges and Protection of Person and Property 
each show a decrease of approximately $20,000, while Aid and 
Relief show an increase of the same amount. The amount spent on 
Public Works shows a decrease of, about $15,000, and the amount 
repaid on temporary loans also shows a decrease of approximately 
$40,000. 

Assets: 


The bank balance and the negotiable securities at the end of the 
year show an increase of approximately $34,000, while the un- 
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collected taxes show an increase of approximately $100,000. The 
accounts receivable show an increase of approximately $15,000, 
and debenture assets, because of payments made during the year, 
show a decrease of approximately $50,000. Supplies on hand at 
the end of the year show an increase of $25,000, while the fixed 
assets show a decrease of approximately $200,000. 


Liabilities: 

The liability statement has been extended to show the actual 
total liabilities and also a column has been provided for reserve for 
non-collection of taxes. The accounts payable show an increase of 
nearly $10,000, while the sundry municipal liabilities show a 
decrease of nearly one and one-half million dollars, but this amount 
is accounted for under the heading of “Reserve for Non-collection 
of Taxes” which, prior to the year 1937, was included under the 
sundry municipal heading. 


Loans and Debentures: 

The debenture liability, as shown in the Loans and Debentures 
statement, has increased approximately $90,000. But, it should 
be noted that the amount shown in this statement does not include 
amounts which have not been paid on overdue debentures, these 
amounts being shown in the liability statement. 

The unpaid temporary loans have increased approximately 
$10,000. | 


VILLAGES (146) 


Although there are the same number of villages at the end of 
the year 1937 as there were in the year 1936, several changes have 
occurred. Youngstown, which was a town in 1936, is now a village, 
while St. Paul has been changed from the status of a village to that 
of atown. The Hamlets of Sangudo and Berwyn have been changed 
to the status of villages, while the Villages of Compeer and Coal- 
hurst have been changed to the status of hamlets. 


Assessment: 

The total assessment in the villages has been reduced approxi- 
mately $500,000, divided roughly as follows: a reduction of $90,000 
in land; nearly $300,000 in buildings and improvements; $150,000 
in business, while the special assessments show a slight increase of 
approximately $40,000. 


Taxation: 

The current levy shows an increase of approximately $12,000, 
while collections show an increase of only $2,000, and the arrears at 
the end of the year show an increase of approximately $55,000. 


Receipts: 
| The total receipts for the villages show a decrease of approxi- 
mately $10,000, and this is divided fairly evenly under the various 
headings. 


Payments: 

The payments statement also shows a decrease of approximately 
$10,000, and while the administration costs show a slight increase, 
nearly all other headings show a slight decrease. 
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Assets: 


Total assets of the villages show an increase of approximately 
$200,000, but this is accounted for, principally, by an increase in 
the amount of both uncollected municipal taxes and_ uncollected 
trust taxes. 


Liabilities: 
The liability statement has now been extended to show the actual 


total liabilities and also a special column for reserve for non- 
collection of taxes. 


Loans and Debentures: 


This is one of the most encouraging statements on which we 
have to report this year. No new debentures have been issued 
during the year and the debenture liability has been reduced by 
$9,000, while the unpaid temporary loans have been reduced to 
approximately one-half the amount shown at the end of the year 
1936. 


MunicipaL Districts (158) 


There has been a reduction in the number of municipal districts 
in the Province, from 161 to 158. The Municipal Districts of Bert- 
awan No. 271 and Golden Centre No. 272 have been dissolved and 
are now included within the boundaries of the Municipal District 
of Cereal No. 242, while the Municipal District of Rocky Rapids 
No. 522 has been changed to the status of an Improvement District. 


Assessment: 


The estimated population in the municipal districts shows a slight 
increase over the 1936 Dominion Census figures, while the number 
of resident farmers shows a slight decrease. | 


The assessable acreage shows a decrease of approximately 
800,000 acres. No figure is given for lease lands, these lands now 
being under the control of the Department of Lands and Mines. 


The total assessment also shows a decrease of approximately 
five million dollars, this being accounted for, principally, by the 
reduction in the assesable acreage and is divided between the 
various assessments, as follows: land, a reduction of four million; 
a slight increase in buildings and improvements, and a reduction in 
business of nearly two million, while the mineral and special assess- 
ment shows an increase of approximately $55,000. 


Taxation: 


There is practically nothing to be said about this particular 
statement, as no heading shows either a decided increase or de- 
crease, except the column headed “Cancellations”, and while the 
amount under this heading has more than doubled, it is principally 
due to the cancellation of taxes in the municipal districts contained 
within the special areas. 


Receipts: 


The total receipts for the municipal districts show a slight 
increase over the previous year, but this is due, principally, to an 
increase in the amounts obtained through temporary loans. 

The amount of cash and bank balance on hand at the beginning 
of the year again shows a decrease—this time in the amount of 
approximately $130,000, and the moneys received on municipal 
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revenue, other than taxes, also shows a decrease of approximately 
$120,000. 


Payments: 

This statement show increases in costs of administration and also 
in the administration of aid and relief, while protection of person 
and property and the expenditure on public works show decreases, 
and the amount repaid on temporary loans also shows an increase 


of $100,000. 


Assets: 


This statement shows an increase of nearly $450,000, and this 
amount is divided fairly evenly under all headings. . The amount of 
cash on hand and bank balance at the end of the year shows an 
increase of approximately $100,000, but this remark should be 
taken in conjunction with the report on loans and debentures 
statement. 

Liabilities: 

This statement has been considerably extended this year, and 
the amount shown in previous years as “Accounts Payable” has now 
been divided under the following headings: Accounts Payable 
—General, Social Services, Health and Unemployment Relief. Pro- 
vision has also been made during the last two years to show the 
amount of reserve for non-collection of taxes in a separate column, 
and this amount has now reached almost one million dollars. 


Loans and Debentures: 


For the past three years there has been only one municipal 
district with a debenture liability, and this has been outstanding 
for a considerable time, as this municipal district is in the centre 
of what is known as the “drought area” and, indeed, this particular 
district has now been dissolved and forms part of the enlarged 
Municipal District of Cereal No. 242. 


The amount of seed grain and feed relief due to the Provincial 
Government by the municipal districts has increased this year by 
approximately $500,000, which is the biggest yearly increase for 
some considerable time. 


Unpaid temporary loans for municipal purposes, school purposes 
and. hospital, have all increased; but the large increase shown under 
“municipal” is partly accounted for by the fact that in this year’s 
statement we have included the loans owing by the municipal 
districts for seed grain purchased by them without a Government 
Guarantee. 


Mill Rate: 


There has been a considerable reduction in the average mill rate 
of the municipal districts during the past year, as the following table 
will show: 


Average 928 tO 1930). cae date 10.80 mills 
OSM a eet ce ain tes 10.31 
AO BV) Ate ith orp ik bee 9.34 
GS Sie ee Aten 2 Oe 8.51 
MSAD es Aoeeee tes ere 8.57 
OS yee he ney Sek 9.60 
a GS Grae 2tes aoe emcee 9.80 
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HospitaL Tax 


We have included in the statistics this year a statement showing 
the position of the hospital tax as levied and collected by the muni- 
cipal districts in the Province, but it should be noted that various 
figures contained in this statement do not pertain to actual hospital 
taxes levied in a municipal hospital district, as there is authority 
given by The Municipal District Act, under certain conditions, to 
levy a hospital tax either to pay a hospital agreement or to pay 
hospital bills, and in some cases the amounts shown as being paid 
during the year 1937 include both hospital taxes collected since the 
erection of a hospital district, and also arrears of taxes collected on 
behalf of a hospital agreement which has been entered into by a 
municipal district prior to the erection of a municipal hospital 
district. 


An endeavour will be made in future years to divide these 
amounts and show them individually. 


SCHOOL STATEMENTS 


The School Tax Statement and the School Requisition Statement, 
pertaining to rural schools only, for which the municipal district 
levies and collects the taxes, were introduced into this report last 
year, and as we have received many favourable comments on these 
statements it has been decided to again include them in this year’s 
report, but with the organization of so many school divisions it may 
be necessary to revise these statements considerably next year. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS 


The comparative statements for the past five years have again 
been brought up-to-date, but in some instances these statements do 
not contain as many headings as the statements for other cities, 
towns, villages and municipal districts, individually, and it is neces- 
sary in some instances to refer to the individual statements. 


In response to many requests, we have this year prepared an 
index to the statistics, and the page number is given for each in- 
dividual statement. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. SOUTTER, 
Deputy Minister. 


it 
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